EARTHQUAKE SAFTY TIPS

Living in the Northwest provides us many wonderful things such as a mild climate, a rich green landscape, beautiful mountain ranges, and lots of  lakes and streams to play in however, we are also in an earthquake zone.  In our lifetime, it is very likely we will experience a large earthquake.  The forecasters have told us we are in-fact, we are overdue.   
There are a number of things you can to do to prepare both your home and your commercial dwelling to minimize some of the potential damage and loss.

1. Start an emergency tool kit, complete with a gas shut off wrench, flashlight, batteries or lightsticks.
2. Learn how to shut off your gas, water and electricity.
3. Find the safe areas of your home/building and communicate this to your family/tenants.
4. Start an emergency medical kit, complete with tourniquet, band aids, medicine, and ice packs.
5. Start an emergency supply kit, complete with water, blankets, dry food and pet food.
6. Secure breakables with quake putty or wax.
7. Secure large furniture using nylon straps.
8. Secure TV’s, electronics and computers using nylon straps.
9. Secure water heaters with two straps.
10. Choose an out of state friend or family member as the person of contact in the event of emergency to reunite family members with each other.
11. Obtain Earthquake Insurance.

Most earthquake insurance policies offer two plans.  A basic policy which is  competitively priced for those interested primarily in protecting their dwellings only. These policies usually offer limited coverage for additional living expenses and personal property.  Comprehensive policies have greater limits of coverage for personal property and loss of use.  Typical deductibles for earthquake insurance range from 5%-25% of the building limit.

When making your earthquake insurance purchase, one thing to consider is your “loss of use” coverage.  Remember that you will still be required to make your mortgage payments even if the property has been destroyed by an earthquake.  If you think the government will step in to restore things for you, think again.  The government will only step in if the president has declared a national disaster.  The national disaster coverage offered by the government is meant to help people get back on their feet via a loan and by no means was this plan meant to, nor does it, get you back to where you were prior to the disaster.  
This article was written by Farmers Insurance Agent, Stacey A Scott Odem.  She can be reached at 12900 NE 180th St, Ste 130 Bothell, WA 98011.  425.481.1430 Direct; ssinsurance@earthlink.net 
